THE WIFE OF BATH'S PROLOGUE

>. XPERIENCE, though no authority

VJ Were in this world, were good enough for me,

To speak of woe that is in all marriage;

For, masters, since I was twelve years of age,

Thanks be to God Who is for aye alive,

Of husbands at church door have I had five;

For men so many times have wedded me;

And all were worthy men in their degree.

But someone told me not so long ago

That since Our Lord, save once, would never go

To wedding (that at Cana in Galilee),

Thus, by this same example, showed He me

I never should have married more than once.

Lo and behold! What sharp words, for the nonce,

Beside a well Lord Jesus, God and man,

Spoke in reproving the Samaritan:

Tor thou hast had five husbands/ thus said He,

'And he whom thou hast now to be with thee

Is not thine husband.' Thus He said that day,

But what He meant thereby I cannot say;

And I would ask now why that same fifth man

Was not husband to the Samaritan?

How many might she have, then, in marriage?

For I have never heard, in all my age,

Clear exposition of this number shown,

Though men may guess and argue up and down.

But well I know and say, and do not lie,